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KICK-START TO THE WORLD CUP! 
Dear Reader, 


I know, this is not the sports page. I'm not 
Viewing this from the sports angle at all! Have 
you ever wondered why football is so popular all 
‘verte world? Psychoanalysts have the answer: 
Because i's the easiest way to let steam off! 

in real lite we face so many pressures, ob: 
stacles and resistance that leave us emotionally 
fretting and fuming 

“Rajesh! Why can't you finish your dine 
quickly lke the rest of us?" 

‘isha, why are you so sloppy in all that you 
do? Can't you score some decent marks lke you" 
dear friend Devaki?” 

“Children! Don't play here. Go somewhere 
else. You create such a din! Get off this street!” 

You can continue and-go on and on, can't you” 


At the office 
dad feels he’s be- 
ing kicked about 
by his subordi 
nates as wellas su 
periors. A loss in 
the share marke 
or an increase in 
petrol price makes: 
him so angry tha 
he feels like punch 
ing the finance: 
minister in the 
face! 

When one kicks a ball or sees it being kickec! 
around he gets a vicarious pleasure. In his inne 
‘mind he's kicking all those who gave him trouble 
He may not be actually thinking about it but un 
knowingly it gives him emotional satisfaction! 

‘And, that is why the Japanese draw the face 
of the factory manager on a punching bag anc 
dangle it at the exit gate! 

Itworks! - Editor 








ARJUN KANNAN 





iymology is the study of the of 
n and history of 





words and their 
meanings, Let us look 
at the etymology of 


words, 

1. Mothers give 
birth. But what gives 
birth’ to the word 
mother"? Well, it 
nates — from 
* a word of 
Germanic root (Ger- 
man word for mother 





is mutter). It can be 
traced back to Latin 


‘mater’ or ‘mattis 


meaning mother. 
*Rice’, one of the 
main foodgrains produced in our 
country comes from Fr 
which in turn comes from 
*oruza’. However many people in the 
south of India believe that rice has its 
ins in the Tamil word “arisi 
As we reach the fag end of the 
mango season let's explore the roots 
of this very delicious fruit, How many 
‘of you know that it has its roots 
where ‘manga 
ecisely fruit of ‘m: 
later called manga by the Portugese 
and eventually becan 
4. The king of the jungle lords over 


ench ‘ris 
reek 




































the others in the forest 
Lion’ comes from Anglo: 
Norman French ‘liun’ 
which in tum comes from 
Latin ‘leo’. Thus one is very 





ous when he is leo- 





nine (meaning ‘like a lion’). 

5. Itis the monsoon sea- 
son in most parts of our 
country. ‘Monsoon’ has its 


Portuguese 
and Arabic 
ining season. 
its seasonal pat 


root in 
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Anil was yet again late for 
school. He looked at the clock, it 
showed eight, He grabbed his school 
bag and water bottle, gulped down 
the glass of milk and shouted to his 
mother, “Iam off, mom", and ran to 
the bus stop, The bus driver was 
honking impatiently. 
“Anil, L will not wait for you from 
tomorrow, Be at the 
bus ~ stop at 7, 
sharp”, the driver 
warned, 
“Okay 
okay”, mur- 











mured Anil. He looked around. All 
the seats were occupied. Anil had to 
stand all the way to school, He had 
not finished his homework. He 
thought he would finish it on the bus. 
But there was no place to sit and now 
the home work would have to ‘wait 
He was sure he was going to be taken 
to task by Miss Aruna, the maths 
er 

‘Slow coach’, ‘Late Latif’ - Anil 
had many nick names. His friends 
took pleasure in teasing him, Anil 
did not like to be called such na nes. 
But he did nothing to change his 
ways! 














en his mother was very upset 
with him, She kept cautioning him - 
“One day you will get into big 
trouble because 
of this habit. 
Only then you 






will correct yourself”. But Anil did 
manage all these days without too 
much trouble. 


Anil used to practice cricket in 
the evenings at a stadium near his 
house. His role model was Rahul 
Dravid. He dreamed of becom- 
ing a stylish batsman like his 
cricket hero. 

True to his nature, Anil al- 
ways went late for his cricket 


Be 0 


aan 


day, after coming Back from 
school, Anil sat down to 
watch TV as usual. He 
thought, “I am a good 
player. They will definitely 
select me. Let me finish 
watching my favourite car- 
hein he watched 


On 





say to himself, “It's 
alright. 1am such a good 
player, it does not matter 
if T go late to practise.” 


practice too, Anil would — 
T rl MATEY: 
AN = _ ‘el 


But the coach always 
chided him for being late. 

It was Inter-club Tournament 
time. Mr.Shivakanth, the coach of 
Sarojini Club where Anil practised, 
told him, “We are selecting the team 
tomorrow at four o'clock. Be 
there on time, 
Anil, You will 
not be selected 
if you do not 
come on a 
time”. 
The 










next 


i 





the whole programme. 

Anil was late as usual for 
his practice. When he went 
to the grounds the selection 
had been finalised. 

“Lam sorry Anil” the 
coach said, “you did not 
come on time, We had to 
make the selection. You 
cannot play for the club this 
time! You must realise the 
importance of timing. It is 
very necessary in both 
cricket and life. 

The next day, he was at 
the bus stop at 7.50 am! 

- Ameena Jannath, 
Std.IV, Crescent 
Matriculation, Chennai 





— dren to regulate or reduce the time 


My parents do not watch the TV 
at all. However they have allowed 
my sister and I to choose and watch 
select programmes, We are for re- 
striction! 

+ G.Bala Mira, Age 10, 
Alpha Mat. Hr. See. School, 
‘Trichy 


Restriction is definitely neces- 
sary on the time spent 
watching TV. Discon- 
necting the cable 
connection is not the 
answer, though. 

= Nshwarya, 
Std.XI, RSK Hr. 
See. School, Trichy 


Yes parents 
should restrict their 
children's TV watching 
time, because their 
health is affected, when 
they get addicted. Parents should set 
‘an example and encourage their chil- 
dren to take up hobbies and other 
physical activities. 

- Diganta Jena, Std.VIII, 
DAY Public School, 
Bhubaneshwar 


No, I don’t agree that parents 
should impose restrictions on their 
children’s TV watching time. They 
should instead persuade their chil- 


6 ESET 


they spend watching TV. Only when 

reason does not work should any re- 
strictions be imposed. 

~ Tanya Kumar, Std.IX, 

Nirmala Convent School, 

Chidambaram 


These days with both parents 
working, there is no one at 
home to monitor what 
children watch on 








Less TV, MORE 


TV. Children do not realise the harm 

‘TV watching can do to their health, 

Doctors say that excessive TV 

watching leads to obesity. Yes, sar- 

ents should definitely impose resiric- 

tion on the time and content of their 
children’s TV viewing. 

- Supriya Padmanabhan, 

Std.XI, PSBBSSS, 

Chennai 


I strongly agree that parents 





should compulsorily restrict TV 
viewing. Long hours of TV watch- entertainment. 
ing affects the eyes causing myopia + Nisha Soman, 
and astigmatism. Children should be Std.XII, Kendriya 
encouraged to take up out-door ac- Vidyalaya II, Port Blair. 
tivities which develop their mind and ‘3 
body. 


































Restrictions imposed 
‘on a child must depend on 
which class the child 
studies, grades and 

) the mental and physi- 
cal state of the child, 

- Arun Kumar, 
Std.VI, 
Hindu Sr. Sec. 
School, 
Chennai 


+ A.Srinivas, Std.X, 
SBOA (M) Hr. Sec. 
School, Chennai 










Parents should 
not impose 


Cortailments are 
\,_ necessary, not only 
on the duration but 
content also. Studies 
suggest that children on 
an average, spend an entire 
year out of ten years, in 
restrictions. More the restriction, front of the idiot box. 





greater will be the temptation. The - H.Ganesh, Std.XII, 
child should learn tomanagehistime Kendriya Vidyalaya I, 
and balance education with Palakkad. 





QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 

When we watch animals doing tricks and acting in flms we enjoy them. Did you 
‘know that they are traumatised when being made to pertorm the acts? The Film 
Censor Board and the Anima Welfare Board have stopped the release of films using 
animals 

‘Should the filmmakers be allowed to feature animals? Send us your views by 
10,7.2006. Each published entry will receive 2 prize of Rs.25/- Remember to 
‘include details of your age, class, school and residential address. Those of you 
who are non-residents of India should send us 2 local (Indian) address to0. You 
an send entries by past or by e.mail (gokulam@kaikiweekly.com) 
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The world is in the grip of football 

fever. Here are some interesting snippets 
of what took place in the matches, as we 
go fo press: 








The honour of scoring the first 
NS? goal in this world cup goes 
to Germany's Phillip Lahm 






The red card as you know is 






se 


shown to the player who fouls 


against the same player twice. The 
dubious honour of receiving the first red 
card goes to Avery John of Trinidad 


7p. The player who was most appreci- 
NS! ated and received the most ap- 
plause was goalee Shaka Hislop of 
Trinidad, He jumped and threw himself 
about to defend his goal. Opponents 
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Sweden did not score in 






that mateh, 


76, Inthe match be 
XS! tween England end 
Paraguay, the goal in 
favour of England was a 
same-side’ goal. The 
ball kicked by David 
Beckham was deflected 
into the goal by a Para- 
guay player. This header 
was.the 25th same-side 





=. 







onto the field, he was at all 
the matches watching every 
move with great enjoyment. 





The list of favourites 
XO’ in this series for the 
Golden Shoe, is just a 
handful of players. Without 
doubt they are Brazil's 
Ronaldinho, Ronaldo and 
Rivaldo and David 
Beckham of England. The 
others include Germany's 
Ballack, Lionel Messi of 
Argentina and England's 
Michael Owen. 








tu y An ed; 
G 





is what every 
' team is looking for. 


WORLD CUP 


ON FIELD & OFF 









goal to be scored in The German team 

all the World Cups to has the advantage of both 

date! the home turf and the 
crowd. The Tongolese team 


“5, All the former World have their voodoo chief 
Cup players are in accompanying them! How- 

Germany, keenly watching ever his predictions that his 

the matches. While Diego countrymen would 

Maradona did not take part beat South Korea and 

in the opening ceremony, France did not come 

true! 








Sports News 





when all the players came 


MEERA 


J.K. Rowling has been in the 
news once again. This time it is 
because of a rather prestigious 
award she has won. In March this 
year, The Book Magazine con- 
ducted a poll to choose the ‘Great- 
est Living British Writer’. The 
sults were announced recently. JK 
Rowling won hands down. She 
polled three times as many votes 
as Terry Pratchett, who came in 
ond. The other authors who were 
featured included Salman Rushdie. 

This award is the latest among 
the many, many awards that have 
come her way. They include Hugo 
Award, the Whitebread Award for 
the Best Children’s Book and a spe- 
cial certificate for winning the 
‘Smarties Prize for three years - no 
one has done that before. She has 
also been named an Officer of the 
British Empire (OBE) by the 














Rowlin 


Queen. 
JK Rowling considers herself 
“an extraordinarily lucky person” 
to do what she loves best in the 
world - writing. “It is wonderful 
enough just to be published. The 
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of the readers. 


Nothing succeeds like success, 
Sometimes the first success takes 
a lot of hard work, rejection and a 
Jong time too. That's what hap- 
pened with JKR as well, From the 
moment “Harry just strolled into 
her head”, while on a train journey, 
to the first success, it took eight 
long years. 








There were re- 






jections from 
many publish- 
ers Who re- 
tumed the fin- 
ished manu- 
script. Then 
one publisher 
decided to take 
the risk. The 




















y history. The next 
three books came out on a trot 
within two years. There was no 
stopping the Harry Potter mania 
that gripped the readers both young 

















and old, all over the world. 

Inan interview JKR said she al- 
ways had thought of bringing out a 
series of seven books - the 
seven y 





libraries to CS Lewis’ 
Narnia series : “Where 
Visitors can enter a 











5 it takes Harry to 
become a wizard. When 
asked what she had to say 
to those who wanted to 
become writers, she only 
had this to say - “Per- 
severe” 










thousand differ- 
ent worlds by 
jumping into dif- 
ferent pools 

When she got her 
eldest daughter 
her first library, 
rd, she felt 
though she “had 
bought her ci 
zenship of that 

















(same fabulous 
world” 
Congratula- 
Rovilingalsohappenstobeone ions Joanne Rowling on i 


of 150 authors tohave pledged their your award, We 3 
support for public libraries. In En- 

gland, a survey found that 42% of 
the adults hadn't visited a local li- 
brary in two years! JKR compares Cover design : Pillai 
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there are many more on ; 
their way ¢ 





VIJAYAN 





all three let out a loud guffaw. 

“That is the stupidest statement 
I've heard in all my life” said Renu, 
“Don't worry, you'll hear a lot 
more! You have a long, long life be- 
fore you!” said Rita and all the gir s 


Renu was riding his motor bike 
back home. He Was at junior college 
and was keen on getting enrolled in 
an M.B.A. course later. He studied 
hard, Even today he had worked late jqyghed again, this time so loud, that 
in the lab and was now eagerly 10Ok- several people living in that street 
ing forward to tea and delicious jooked out of their windows and 
snacks prepared by mom, doors! 

As he entered ‘Basavappa 
Colony’ where he lived, a strange motor bike roared and jerked into 
Sight awaited him. His sister Geetha motion as he let go of the clutch 
was being helped by two of her father hastily 
friends to climb a rather high com- 
pound wall! She had one foot each 
on the shoulders of her two friends 
and was struggling to heave herself 
up over the wall! 

Renu braked his 
vehicle, “What do 
you think you are 
doing?” he asked in 
voice filled with s 
prise and admonition 

Geetha had by now settled her- 
self on top of the wall and the girls 
tumed towards Renu, 
“We are looking for 
a couple of aliens 
who have landed 
ina flying saucer 
and are hiding be- 
hind this com- 
pound wall, since 
they are terrified of 
meeting us human be- 
ings” said Suriya and 




























Renu was red with anger and hs 


“Can'teven ride a bike properly" 
said Geetha and the girls once again 











laughed their heads off! 


Renu removed his helmet, col- Renu. “What happened?” 
lected his books and raincoat from she asked on secing the ex- 
the bike bag and rang the door bell. _ pression on his face. “Why 
He had promised dad that he would are you so morose?” 
always wear a helmet while riding “It’s your daughter”, 
the mobike and that arain coat would complained Renu. “She’s 
be ready at all times in the side car- sure to break a leg or two 
rier. Over speeding was also prohib- pretty soon!” 
ited. The bike was bought only after Please don't talk like 
hhe had given such undertakings. The that Renu”, said Reshma. 
weather in Bangaluru was unpredict- “After all she's your sister 
able most part of the year and it was and I"m sure you don't want 
a fairly long ride to Basavappa any harm to befall her.” 
Colony from his college. “I will, if she continues 

Mom opened the front door for like this” said Renu, as he 


THE CASE OF THE 














STAINES At] 








sat at the dining table, plac- 
ing on ital that he had been 
carrying, with a loud thud, 











Mom locked the front 
door and entered the 







Renu had before him a ie 
1Tw, igsamosaandhot tea AO) 
which helped him 

cool off 

However he de- 
scribed what he had [ibe 
seen of his sister [MeO 
and her friends and 







concluded: “They call themselves 
“Power Puff Girls’ after some silly 
cartoon characters they saw on TV 
and live in their imagination, in- 
dulging in all sorts of adventurous 
play acting!” 

“ll warn her” said Reshma 
soothingly. “Your dad is very lenient 
towards her. He too must be in- 
formed.” 

“T'll talk to him tonight”, said 
Renu and he did. 

“She's sure to get into trouble dad 
and she'll be dragging her two 
friends with her. They roam the 
streets of Basavappa Colony as if 
they rule the entire area!” he ac- 
cused, 

“Quite popular and beloved too” 
said Goutham in their defence. 


Dear Children, 

We thank you very much for your 
continued contributions and 
support. Do keep it up the coming 
year too. 


Itis time to take a final 
tally of the participation 
certificates. For those of 

you collecting 
them since July 
2005, if you feel 


you have 

collected a 

good number, 

please send us 

xeroxed copies 

of your 

certificates, along with a letter 

stating your name, age, class, 
school and home address. 

‘There is a special prize awaiting 

the winner! 
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“They've charmed the 
neighbourhood. Leave her alone son. 
You were like her too at her age, only 
worse! Carry on with your studies 
and cricket. By the way, I believe 
you hit a sixer which broke a glass 
pane and it was Geetha who had to 
face the wrath of the house owner 
when she went to retrieve the ball 
from his garden!" 

“That's it; blame me! Turn the 
tables on me!” Thought Renu, but 
didn’t say it. For, what dad had said 
was true and there was no use deny- 
ing it. He tuned with downcast eyes 
and walked towards his study dest. 
“Don’t sulk!" His father’s voice 
came after him. 

“I'm not sulking dad. I'm think- 
ing” Renu replied. He was not of- 
fended or disappointed, for he ex- 
pected his father to defend Geeth: 
But, what was he to do when a short 
pitched loose ball was bowled to 
him, tempting him to swing the bal, 
combining it with some pretty foot- 
work? 

He looked at his rather new 
cricket bat leaning in a corner. He 
played cricket with his friends in one 
of the few vacant plots in Basavappa 
Colony. They used a tennis ball and 
a home made bat. Only recently had 
he been presented with a real cricket 
bat on his birthday! [t even had a 
facsimile signature of Sac 
stamped on it! He was proud of it. 

~-Powder Puff Girls’ ” that’s 
what they are” he thought. “Why 











FOREIGN STAMPS 


100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 
WHOLE WORLD, USED 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET 
Rs.100/- BY MONEY ORDER. NO V.P.P 


ALL STAMPS ARE GENUINE AND 
CATALOGUED 





T.N.K. RAMANUJAM, GE 
50 /71B, KHANPALAYAM II STREET, 
MADURAI - 625 009 





bother? They'll learn their lesson in, 
time," Soon, he was absorbed in his 
studies. 





A couple of days later, having 
woken up before others, Geetha 
drew the curtains aside, stretched 
and said to herself, “Fine moming! 
Hope the sun shines throughout the 
day!” 

“Swish...” 

She could hear the newspaper 
being slid under the door. “Hope the 
heavens have not fallen” she joked 
to herself, went to the drawing room 
and picked up the paper. 

The front page was full of poli- 
tics which she ignored and moved 





on to the next. A screaming head: 
line startled her on the city page 


CUPBOARD 
PULLER STRIKES, 
AGAIN! 








‘Geetha was shocked. The news 
item even had a picture, showing a 
steel cupboard drawn near a win- 
dow! The photo was taken from out- 
side the house and through the wi 
dow. More surprises and shocks 
Were in store for her as she read the 
news in detail. The burglary had oc- 
curred in their own area - Basavappa 
Colony! 








(To be continued) 


EXE 15 


FIFA QUIZ ANSWERS 


- Davor Suker of Croatia 
Carlos Alberto 
Argentina 
Olympic Stadium, Berlin 
Roberto Baggio 
a 

- Peter Shilton 
Uruguay 
False, they lost in the finals to 
Egypt 


©ONonsONA 


vA The lucky winner of the Foot 
Ball prize is Puspendu Bikas 
Maiti, Std.XI, Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
Hyderabad. mall 


Question 7 of the World Cup Quiz should read : The 1986 quarter final 
between England and Argentina is remembered for Diego Maradona’s the 
dubious ‘hand of god’ goal. 

Congratulations: Mat. Hr. Sec. School, Salem. 
The five lucky Krish Cre 4. S.Venkatesh, Std.VI:, 
Juss aus whiner ore Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's Public 

1. S.Vibhaa Lakshmi, Std.V1, School, Hyderabad. 

DAV Girls Sen. Sec. School, _ 5- RAfreen Nahar, Std.X, The 
Oxford Sen. Sec. School, Bangalore 
















Chennai 
2. Kumar Souray, Std.X, BZS, 

Balasore - 756 001. Orissa 

3. M.Varsha, Std.V, Holy Angels 
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o Shrivasthava 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION| 
Dear Readers, 

* You may send in your con- 
tributions to Gokulam either by 
post or by e-mail. (gokulam@ 
alkiweekly.com) 

Remember to send in_ your 
details - Name, Age, Cia 
Name and Address of school, 
Residential address and a dec- 
faration stating that the contri- 
bution is your original creation. 
(Source must be mentioned 
wherever applicable.) 

‘We cannot guarantee publica- 
tion of all your contributions nor 
is it possible to inform you about 
when it will be published. How- 
ever, if you would like us to send 
it back on rejec- 
tion, kindly en- 
h close a stamped 
self - ad 
dressed 
envelope. 

Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


If any of your creative contri- 
butions are published in Goku- 
fam you will receive a Participa- 
tion Certificate. (Letters and 
queries do not qualify). At the 
end of the one year period ending 
June 2006, the contributor who 
has collected the maximum num- 
ber of certificates will receive a 
special prize. 


















































Lal Bahadur was 
born in the year 
1904 on Gardhi 
Jayanthi day! His 
birthplace was a 
small town - Mu- 
ghalsarai - in 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, His father was 
Sharada Prasad, an honest teacher, His 
mother Ramdulari Devi, was a pious 
lady. They were agriculturists. (Shrivast- 
hava was a part of Lal Bahadur Sastri’s 
name. In later life he shed it beccuse 
he did not like indications of caste) 

When Lal Bahadur was only three 
months old, an interesting incident took 
place. His mother went to bathe in the 
Holy Ganga with baby Lal Bahadur. In 
the huge crowd at the bathing ghat, she 
lost her child! The child had slipped 
from his mother's arms into a cow- 
herd’s basket! The cowherd had no chil- 
dren, so he took the child asa gift fom 
God and was very happy. 

Lal Bahadur's mother was full of 
deep sorrow. A complaint was lodged 
with the police. They made a sketch of 
the child. The child was identified soon, 
‘The foster parents wept bitterly when 
they had to give back the child. 

Lal Bahadur, who was destined to 
run the government of our country, nar- 
rowly missed the ‘good fortune’ of be- 
coming a cowherd! 








‘Sharada Prasad died when Lal Ba- 
hadur was only one anda half years old. 


Ramdulari Devi had three children 
to look afterand feed. Naturally they 
came under the care of Lal Baha- 
dur’s grandfather, Hazari Lal, whose 
family was very large. 


Ashe grew up, Lal Bahadur was 
admired for his winning qualities. 
His personality shone with boldness, 
patience, strength and politeness, He 
was very fond of books. He read 
more and more books and read al- 


most every book he eame 
across. He was also fond 
of Guru Nanak’s verses. 


Lat Bahadur had al- 
ways admired Tilak, He 
was ready to give anything 
to see him or hear his 
speech. Lal Bahadur 
played an important role 
in the ‘Salt Satyagraha’ 
and the ‘Quit India Move- 
ment’ started by Mahatma 
Gandhiji in his struggle 
for freedom 








‘Lal Bahadur Shastri was ap- 
pointed as the railways and transport 
minister in the cabinet in the year 
1952. 

He was the Prime minister of In- 
dia at a critical time in Indian histo- 
ry. The first problem he faced as PM 





was caused by Pakistan, 
After China’s attack, In- 
dia’s confidence had been 
shaken, and at that very 
time, Pakistan was creating 
trouble along the borders. 
Soon a war broke out . Lal 
Bahadur successfully 
stopped Pakistani attack. 
It was during the peace- 








talks after the Indo - Pak 
war, that he passed away 
in Tashkent on 11th Janu- 


ary 1966. 
- K.S.Sanjay, Std. 1X, 
Vidyanjal Public School, 
Bangalore 
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Try, try, ty 

To reach the sky 
Always try. 
Try, try, try 

To reach the pinnacle of joy, 
Always try. 









Try, try, try 

Until you reach your goal, 
Always try. 

Try, try, try 

To reach the almighty, 


Always try. 


Majestically I stood in the 


days of kings, 


Watching the birds fly with out 
stretched wings. 





TRY TRY TRY _ 


- J.Antony Agnel, Std.V, 
DAY School, Chennai 


Old\Gastle’s) 











Many a happy hour, 
‘The king spent in my tower, 
Gazing at the garden filled 

with many a flow: 





But now, I stand as a ruined 

old castle, 

Longing for the by gone hustle 
and bustle. 

‘Oh! how I wish the old days 
‘would come ba 
With tiny princes singing rhymes: 
of Jill and Jack! 








Ignored, now I stand on a land so 
parched. 

Cherishing memories of the da 
when knights marched. 








peeaeme ee 





















Now I'm worthless, overgrown 
with weeds, 

‘Tome, the modem world, pays noheed. “We will not to school 
But don't forget, once I stood today; 

majestically indeed! Nor learn anything!" 
+ Reyomi Roy, [1 is a happy thing, I say 
Stl. 
AECS-1, Mumbai 


APRIL 
SHOWERS 


‘The teaves ate fresh after 
the ra 
‘The air is cool and clear, 
‘The sun is shining warm again, 
‘The sparrows hopping 
inthe 
Are brisk and full of cheer 

















To be alive on such 








And that is why we dance Deepak Chop 
and play, 

And that is why we sing Kendriya Vidyalaya, 

Calling out in voices gay, Chennai-40 





SUCCESS! 
S, you are achieved 
when I dream! 

Oh success, you are achieved 
when T plan! 

Oh success you are achieved 
when I concentrate! 

Oh success, you are achieved 
when I put my heart and soul! 
‘Oh success, you are achieved 
when I work hard. 
+ N.Rajeev Kumar, Std.1X, 
Sainik School, Udumalpet 
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There are quite a few arches and bridges in the world 
evolved over time due to the ravages of wind and water. 
BY | sacoscgsnnyaonsrtteect cere 









could, 0 


NATURE |: 


time, widen its path, turning the crevice into 
‘oof of this tunnel gradually wears off, 
hole for wind and rain to lash throush, 
idge! 





Lo an arch or a bi 





ns iy 













Rocks of sand and limestone 
susceptible to this kind of ‘treatment’ by nature, 
Quite a few such nature’s bridges are to be found 
in the state of Utah in the USA, The bridge in 
this picture is 95 metres high and 86 metres wide, 
It is arched like the rainbow and has several hues, 
Iis called the Rainbow Bridge. 

















®Va" is the n 


ture made’ bridge 





n Lexington, 
This bridge is 62 metres high 
28 metres wide and a little 
stream trickles by under it 











Tn Moab there are two hi 








natural arches adjacent to ea 
other, They are known as the Twin 
Bow Arch. 








‘The tallest natural bridge in 


the USA is the Landse: 





pe Arch 








80 metres high and 93 metres 
wide! 

























The Edwin 
Arch has a 
flattened top 
his S7 


metres long! 





whi 





Nature has also carved some 





enious designs out of rocks and 


stones. This sand stone rock is 





called the Goblet of Venus and is 
in Utah, 















From a distance, this group of 
rocks looks like a huge ship afloat on 
the sea. It derives it's name ‘Ship 
Rock’ from it's appearance. 589 
metres tall, this formation is to be 
found in New Mexico. 








This wind worn rock is 
called Red Indian's Totem 
Pole 





It is found in Utah 
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No. this is not a rock fort! It is a 
ravaged hillock in Utah, which has 
taken the shape of 
“The Great Organ’ 


fort! It is named 
















in in Utah, this rock formation can be seen 
in the Price Canyon region. Rain and wind have 
sd the softer portions of the rock, le 
__ behind only the hard sto 





e. The ‘woman’ is 
















formations of 





restin 
shapes are 
to be found 





of the world 
too, ‘Old 
Lady Rock” you 
see here is in 
Russia's Thian 
Shan mountain 





This old. stooping one-horned giant is ir 


France. Again a wonder of nature. 








These figurine rocks have taken shape over 





hundreds of thousands of years... They are not well 





crafted like the sculptures man makes; but they are 


ye 
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tic shapes created by nature. 


06 








atomic bomb 
was exploded on desert sand near 
Alamogordo, New Mexico, USA on 
16th July, 1945, the desert sand 
turned into gla 

+ The highest temperature in the 
world of 56.50, has been recorded 
in the Libyan Sahara. It is hot enough 








to fry eggs on sand! 
% The Gemmological Institute 
has found that India was the only 
source of diamonds until 1790s, 
Africa had nearly 70,000 black 
thinos in the 1970s, But by 
the 1980s r 











were killed and the 
number fell to 3,000. Their near 
tion is just one example of the 
serious threat to Afric 

+ The mouth of the Amazon is 
e that it is more than the dis- 
tance between London and Paris 


exti 





fauna, 





Standing on one 





mink, you cannot 















see the other, An 
island between the 
distribu 
lar 
zetland. 

* Lee Kuan 
Yew was the Prime minis- 
ter of Singapore for 31 


ries is 





+ Lee Kuan Yew 









world, 

+ The komodo dragon 
4 rare monitor lizard ~ is 
found only in Indonesia, It 
is powerful enough to at- 
tack and kill a man, 





d.VIIL, 
T'VS Matric School, 
Madurai 
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Dr. G. GANESAN 


© Ananya Mishra, Bhuba- 
neswar 

? Kindly suggest a remedy for 
acidity. 

{Avoid or reduce the follow- 
ing : fried foods, spicy foods, fatty 
foods, very hot or very cold foods, 
pickles, peppers and curry, Avoid 
fizzy drinks, coffee and strong tea, 









Develop good eating habits i.e, eat 
only when hungry; eat slowly; 
chew food properly; don't eat while 
watching TV orreading. Don't give 
room for stress and anxiety, Take 
antacids and peptic ulcer drugs for 
about a month in consultation with 
your doctor, 


© K. Ananthakumar, Chennai 

? What is dyslexia? Is there any 
treatment for it? 

! Dyslexia is difficulty in leam- 
ing, particularly to read and write. 
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tate ool going c 
dren, Dyslexic children read very 
slowly and hesitantly. They find it 
difficult to spell words correctly. 
They read words backwards. For 
example, 'no' for ‘on’, saw for was’, 
‘pam’ for ‘map’ etc, They usually 
mispronounce words, They a'so 
find it difficult to express their 
thoughts in writing. They spell 

words in the wrong order; 
| omit letters; add let 
FLOWS and ignore punctuation. 
y Dyslexics can be helped 
= by a teamwork of speech thera- 
pists, teachers, psychologist, 
























family doctor and by their 
parents, 





© R, Amirthavarshini, Vizag. 
? What is aerobic exercise? 





ppm 


How often should we exercise? 
! Itisakind of exercise which 


fills our lungs with oxygen 
‘This enables our heart to get 
rich oxygenated blood and 
pump it to all the muscles. 
‘Walking, running, jogging, 
jumping, cycling and 








swimming are some forms 
of aerobic exercise. As we 
exercise, the pressure on the 
heart and lungs increases 


‘They perform better and improve 


blood circulation and dilate 


| 











Kole 





the permanent cure for i 


blood vessels and therefore help in! Steroidal nasal sprays 


v sl j WI available for al- 
A Vy \o/ lergic hin 


and antihista- 
mine drugs are 





They give instant 
relief but are not helpful 


cfficient removal of waste products for permanent remedy. 
and (oxins from our body. Aerobic You should find the cause 
exercise combined with healthy of the allergy with the 
cating will certainly help in weight help of allergy tests and 
reduction, Walking for about avoid those allergic sub- 


3 kilometers in 30 minutes per day — stances, Thit 


is more t 
body fit. 





@ Hari Venkatraman, 
Pondicherry. 

? Tam 14 and 
suffer from 
allergic rhinitis. 
Is there any og 





the only 


enough to keep our solution for your case. 





ZAI WHITAKER 


Yes, it was fun watching the kids 
grow up and Gundu and Keeri were 
proud of their off-spring. Jumpy 


and Bounce were the fastest, jumpi- 
est, 





noisiest mon- 


gooses ever in- 
vented. And they } 
couldn't do with- 

out oe a 


another for ten 
minutes, or even 
five. They could manage 
very well without their 
parents, who were always 
warning 
them, But they had to 
have one another. That's 
usually how it is with 
twins, and mon: 
twins 
twinny than human ones. 
IfJumpy wanted to drink 
water, Bounce would go 
with her to the pond. Not 
just that... he'd drink too. 
whether he was thirsty or 
not! If Bou 
scratching his 
Jumpy would scratch 
hers too, just to keep him company 
Their parents Gundu and Keeri 
were useful, but not really too muc! 
fun. Yes, they provided the food and 
kept the house clean and pretty. 
which was nice, but grown-ups had 
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and scolding 








are even more 





ce was 


ear, 











serious drawbacks. For one thing, 
they didn’t know how to enjoy life. 
Their idea of fun was to sit at home 
and worry about the future, For an- 
other, they said “No” ten times 











more than they said “Yes”, which 
made it very difficult for children. 
There were other problems too A 
new one had cropped up, and was 
driving Jumpy crazy. They had 've- 











come boasters. And what did they 
boast about? Jumpy and Bounce! — Gundu was rattling off his 
Both the twins hated it but Jumpy 
hated it more than Bounce. 

Now, standing outside the small 


story about Jumpy’s clev- 
emess. 

“Cun you imagine, she 
went after that cobra as if 


\ t were just a worm! Not 
avi Zeer: 
was so surprised and won- 
— 
?- 


der-struck at her brave! 

















that it, hissed and 
hissed. 

Well." said the 
ghbour, bristling with 






esentment- he wanted to 
st about his kids too- 
Well, cobras hiss any 
way, you know, for no 
reason at all, so don't 
think 
“And also, 
Keeri piped 
up, “Bounce 
made a pyra 
mid! Of mang 
seeds! He col 
lected seeds for a 
month, and. 
Bounce and 
Jumpy looked 
at each other, sig- 





eae pn amie 








door of the burrow, Gundu was — nalled “Let’s go!” and ran 
holding forth to his neighbours, a out of the burrow, past the 





ighbouring field. grown-ups 
They'd only dropped in for a Oh?” said the 
minute, to borrow a spade, and neighbour. “Don't your 


family from the n 
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* shouted 
shocked, 
ind..." But Bounce 
and Jumpy had bounced and 
jumped into the coconut grove by 
then, and were busy tearing apart 
some dried coconut fibre that had 
been neatly tied into a bundle, Un- 
doing neat bundles was one of their 
best hobbies, Could that possibly be 
‘one of the reasons that the local 
people weren't too fond of them? 
‘They'd undone bundles of hay, 
sticks, sugar-cane, drum-sticks, 
snake-gourds, and palm-leaves in 
the last month. It was so fun! The 
best part was hiding behind a tree 
and watching the human reaction to 
the unbundled bundle. They'd ar- 
fare, scream and shout, stomp 
around, and Bounce and Jumpy 
would giggle away from behind 
their tree. 

‘The coconut grove was their 
favor 
ways cool 
dies, Tod: 


erful 


























ite place because it was al 
and it always had bun- 
it was especially bond- 





sorry, | mean wonderful. 


30 


ho 


two bab 
coconut tree, 


The 
mongooses sat under 








as close to each other as possible, 
and watched the morning sky. Dark 
blue, with ice-white clouds seat- 
tered about like bundles of cotton, 
‘The coconut branches squeaked and 
groaned as they crashed together in 
the wind, Far away, a loud-speaksr 
began to play, dogs barked, and a 
truck rattled down a road with a 
rust But at 
a safe distance, Close up, humans 
were dangerous and still continued 
to throw stones at the Humangoos- 
¢s, But from a distance, they were 
quite interesting. ‘The noises made 
the mongooses sleepy, and they 
decided to hi ip for about 
three minutes. 

And then... a sudden sound 
behind them, two pairs of humsn 
legs, a scuffle and shriek from 
Jumpy. A basket being closed, a 
hand darting towards him, That's oll 
that Bounce could register, before 
his legs took off. His legs ran ard 
until they came home, and then 
-y collapsed because they were 
shivering so violently. 








roar, Human noises. 


























CUCUMBER RELISH 
Ingredients : 
1 medium cucumber, peeled and 
finely chopped 
1 small tomato, blanched, peeled 
and finely chopped 
1 small red chilli, finely chopped 
| tablespoon vinegar 
1¥4 tablespoons of custor sugar 
Salt to taste 
Method : Combine the cucum- 
ber, tomato, red chilli, vinegar, cas- 
tor sugar and salt in a bow! and mix. 
well. 
Chill foratleast two hours before 
serving 
+ A.Manisha, Std.X, 
Pon Vidyashram, 





Ingredients 
Horlicks - 2 small cups 


— I) J 


Sugar ~ 1 cup 

Fried, powdered suji (rawa) - Ya 
cup 

Ghee - % cup 

Cardamom - 4 pods 

Cashewnut - few 

Procedure : Mix horlicks, sugar 
and fried suji powder. Add ghee to 
this mixture, Powder cardamom 
seeds, Roast the cashewnut pieces in 








4 spoon of heated ghee, 
Add these also to the mix- 
ture. After five minutes 














make small balls out of it, 

This is very good for 
health, and instead of 
drinking horlicks, we can 
make liddus out of it 
(Yum, isn’t itt) 





+ Lalitha 
Swaminathan, Std.1X, 
National High School, 

Kolkata 

Photo : Sribari 
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An all new page just for you! 
Gokulam can now help you greet 
your friend on his / her birthday. 

Here's what you have to do 

Send your friend’s 


birth and your short 


wi 


“) 
photograph with the AY a \i 
name, age, date of BIK” 


greetings / wishes. Make 
sure to include your name, age. 
class, name of school and your 
residential address too. We will 
carry your greeting for free! 
Hurry up! Your wishes for 

the August-born will find 
a place in the August 
issue on a ‘first- 
come-first-served" 
basis. The last day 
to send in greet- 


Bw 


ings is 10th July. Re- 

member! This column is 

meant for children to 
greet children 











For the reader... 





DETECTIVE 
é \ py 
Y 
4 Story : Marudhan 
Pictures: Pilla 


‘You there! 
Don’t touch any- 
thing Hush. If 















Dumpy’s class is 
at the Archaeo- 
logy museum. 



















Hey Dumpy 
look at this one. 
Wow... it must be a 


giant il tf ie Wi WOVE SS 

































Dumpy and his friends rush. 





See the 
legs. How 
strong they 
are! 











Dumpy! you 
are scaring 





bya movement in the 
of the dinosaui 













me now. 







Hey, I think 
the dinosaur is 
moving from 


its place 










-gins to share Dumpy’s 
suspicion 












Look at what 
our great 
riend is doing! 
Hahahha 








Let me watch care- 
fully. There is a 


















"it’s breathing! 
Look at its 


Look! Look Dumpy, 
The other leg is 
moving too! 













‘Soon, the students learned that something 
They started running helter skelter. 














Mus thorities 
rush in to control the 
situation. 





Soon there is panic. Everything appears to be 
moving! 





“Attention visitors, 
There is a crisis. 
Please vacate the 
building as fast as 
you can! 













glass. Where 
has it gone’ 


glas 
eee Dumpy, where are 


you going? Come 
out, let’s escape 





















No. I can't! My 
magnifying glass 
is missing. I have 
to find it. 











Forget 
the glass. 
Let's 

run, 


Hey, are you 
in some 
trouble? Let 


The poor cat is caught in As Dumpy helps the cat unwind he finds 
threads. ‘one end of the thread tied to the skeleton 


after all you, who 
made the dinosaur 
move. You scared the, 


wits out of us! 








OHNIGIVNOY 









to the helpless creature. I gently picked him 
up and took him home. We named him Lali 
and carefully nursed him back to health, 


Lali is now a part of my 
family. But, let me tell you 
how he came home to us. 
Once I went for a picnic to the 
woods and saw a 


baby monkey & 

lying injured. 

My heart 

went out 
playground with 
Lali seated on my 


shoulder, 1 found my 
parents and grand parents frantically 
ng for something around the house. 

Grandpa's spectacles were missing, 
Soon I too joined the search. After a ong 

and thorough hunt, we sat down exhausted, 
tunable to lay our hands on the pair of sec 
tacles. 
Lali who sat on my shoulder all this 
while, suddenly sprang on to grandpa’s 
chair 
Move aside Lali... 1 want to sit here’ 
grandpa was quite irritated. He was tired you 

Lali refused to budge. “Call her away 
Polly!” Mom sought my help. 

“Come on Lali, Come to me and give 
grandpa his chair.” I tried to ease my pet off 
his perch and with great reluctance he moved 
out of the chair. But instead of clambering, on 
to my shoulder, he went near grandpa and 
clambered up his leg! 

‘What are you doing? Come here ‘his 
minute!” I scolded Lali and rushed to pall 
him away. But before I could do so, Lali put 
his paw into Grandpa’s back pocket and 
pulled out ... Yes! The pair of spectacles 


‘One day, as I came home from the 

































rch 














we were searching for! 
He held out the spectacles tomy father happily 

grandpa with a grin and chatter. Lali jumped up and down 

Grandpa took them from him and ex- with joy, making up a mon- 














plained -y song in his own tune! 
“Now I remember... Lali was be- ~ G.Vaishnavi, 
side me looking at the pictures, as I Holy Angels 
read the newspaper, He must have Anglo Indian HSS, 
seen me remove my spectacles and put Chennai 














them into my pocket.” 

“Oh Lali! How clever 
you are... Tam proud of 
you" I said as 1 
‘lapped in appre- 
ciation 





“There is in- 
telligence in all 
creatures and 
Lali i 
ample” 






















the consider: 
educational authorities 
Tisdoubiful whether even 
class student is 
Ware of the events that take 
place day to day. 
There must be a comput 
sory paper on General know! 
edge for students atleast upto 
plus two class, The first pe 
riod in school should be set 
aside to impart G.K, T 


teacher should read out all the im 
Portant matters from the day's newspa- 
per and encourage discussions. 


COMMON SYLLABU: 


‘There should be only one common 
syllabus for all classes throughout In: 








dats 
subjects, and English and Hindi ta 
8 should be the same throughout 
Indiv 

This will provide the same standard 
throughout India, and then, success in 
All India examinations will be on rerit 
y. Further, pi 
ents employed I in. 
stitutions spread all 
over India will not 
have their childien's 


dia, Text books on all science a 








studies disrupted 
sfers from 
place to place. 


PROFESSION 
ORIENTED 





Education inust 
be a bit profes ion 
oriented, Twe or 
three periods a we 
must be set aside to 
impart practical 
training t0 stu 
on simple, useful 
crafts, agricul ure 
and handicrafts 











Pooja S. Bhat, 
Std. 





# The Nobel prize has became the 


most prestigious award in the world and 
want to share some information about 
it with my fellow - Gokulam readers 
‘Switzerland's most famous chemist 
Alfred Nobel pioneered the Nobel 
prize. Alfred Nobel discovered 
dynamite. This became the cause for 
‘many revolutionary changes in the field 
of industrial technology, Nobel earned 
a lot of money through this. He set up 
factories and oil refineries. He wanted 


Wohel’'s 


to given awards to persons who 
excelled in the field of medical 
science, biology, chemistry. 
literature and to crusaders of peace. 
(Later, economics was also added 
to this list) 

Alfred Nobel set aside his prop- 
erty worth nine million US dollars for 
this purpose, 


A committee of experts selects the 
Nobel prize winners every year, in the 
‘month of October. The awards are given 
‘on tenth December (the day of Nobel's 
death) every year. All the prizes except 
the prize for peace are given in 
Stockholm - The peace prize is given 
in Oslo (Norway) 

While many aspire for the Nobel 
prize, some people have refused to ue- 
ceptit. L-Pastemak of Soviet Union and 
Leeduk Tho of Vietnam are those who 
turned down the prize! 

Some are critical of the fact that 

















mostly Americans are being 
awarded the Noble Prize. 
Others are unhappy that only 
30 out of the 670 winners so 
far, are women. 

Madam Curie’s family has 
four Nobel Prize winners, Her 
husband Ivan Curie, her 
daughter Peori Curie, son-in- 
law Frederic are all Nobel 
prize winners. Marie Curie 


was awarded this 
prize twice! 
Rabindarnath 
‘Tagore (literature), 
Sir C.V. Raman 
(physics), Har 
gobind Khurana 
medical science). 
ubramaniam 
Chandrasekar (physics), 
Mother Teresa (peace) and 








Amartya Sen (economies) are 
the Nobel laureates from In- 

dia, 
- P. Sai Deepak, 
Std.VII, Sainik School, 
Korukonda 
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hich is the stickiest substance 
you know? Is it fevicol, super glue. or 
black tar? Stronger than all these is a 
substance produced in nature. Scientists 
are still researching on it. Caulobacter 
water living bacteria, pro: 
duces the stickiest substance discovered 


in nature. 
How do scientists decide which ma: 
is the stickiest one? They use new: 





teri 
ton, the unit of force. to measure this. 
scko, the lizard we see on the w 

of our homes have several 

soles of their feet. These 

help them climb on to walls 

and ‘walk’ on the ceiling! 

Each hair has the holdi 

power of 10 newtons 
square millimeter. Caulo: 
bacter crescentus has a hold 






ing power of up to 68 
newions per square millimeter! 

Caulobacter crescentus has a thread. 
like tail called flagetlum, wher 
its life. The bacteri 
using the flagellum. As a bacterium 
grows older, the flagellum falls off. In 
its place, Caulobacter crescentus 
stalk, The stalk helps bacterium attach 
torocks or other surfaces and grow. How 
does the stalk attach to the rocks? The 
ends of the stalk secrete a sticky sub- 
stance made of sugars and proteins. This, 
natural substance, called holdfast. helps 
bacteria attatch to the wet rocks of 
other substances, 





itbegins 
m moves around 














Not impressed with the 
strength of the glue? Look at 
it this way. If the glue is ap: 
plied to wet area covering 10 
hold 











square centimeters, it 
up to 70 tons of w 














sciemists grew Caulobacter 


set 


Kut 

a We 

micropipette - a 

thin, bendable, piece of glass 
hey tried opal th 



















wuch the micropipette bent 
before the microbe let go! 

Now that they have discov- 
red the strongest substance, 
the scientists need to figure out 
how to make this in large quan- 
tities. One day, you will thank 
this super. extra-strong glue 
that will hold tight even when 
soaking wet! 








Jear Grandma, 

Tam no longer a school student. 
Can I continue to send my articles 10 
Gokulam? 

+ Subha Narayanan, 
Dombivli (E) 





Dear Subha 

Ofcourse you can. Gokulam though 
intended for children between the ages 
of 810 18, is read with great interest by 
adults as well - especially parents - who 
find it informative and entertaining. 
‘Many adults contribute stories and ar- 
ticles to Gokulam. When you write, don't 
forget you are writing for children and 
adopt a simple but correct style. Origi- 
nal short and sweet stories, articles, 
experiences and poems are always wel- 
come. But do follow the instructions 
given in every issue of Gokulam, under 
the title, “For Your Information.” 

kk 

As soon as my exams were over, I 
prepared atime table, hoping to spend 
my holidays usefully. But I was able to 
foltow it for only two days! Please ad- 
vise. 

- VSrividhya, Kumbakonam 
Dear Srividhya, 
Following a routine is a matter of 
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will power, which you have to develop 
‘by yourself. No one can help you, Fer- 
haps your time table was too strenuvus 
with little time for relaxation. A ‘holi- 
day time table” should take care of en- 
tertainment and enjoyment also. Your 
favourite game, hobby, TV show or 
reading should be included, 
wk 

Now 1am in standard IX and Ihave 
to choose either Sanskrit or Hindi. 1 
‘am good at both and I like both. Which 
language am I t0 choose? 

+ Srinidhi, Bangalore 

Dear Srinidhi, 

Since you are good at both Lin- 
guages, the problem is easily solved, 
Choose Sanskrit. It will help you to get 
sood marks and your total will be re- 
spectable, Once you have mastered San- 
skrittoa good level, you can easily lean 
hindi by yourself by reading hindi 
books, starting from children’s literature 
and moving on to classical works by 
‘eminent authors. 

kk 

I love the English language and 
adore writing. But my passion is to be- 
come apace scientist. What should be 
my future? 1 become dizzy trying to 
decide! 

~ Padmapriya, Chennai 
Dear Padmapriya, 
Steady yourself young girl and lis- 





ten to Grandmat For every person, there 
should be a profession. But, the person 
should also have a hobby as a diver- 
sion, Otherwise, the problems faced in 
the pursuit of one’s profession will soon 
become unbearable. Therefore you can 
pursue your scientific ambitions and for 
‘a change take to literature for an hour 
or so everyday. You can study others’ that you have scored more 
works or do some creative writing your- than 90 in all the exams, last 
self. Who knows, you may excel in both term, Ifthat be so, you are in 
your profession and hobby asmanyhave deed doing well. What is re: 
done in the past. quired is, that 


itt LM, DIZZY mene 
FRYING 10; DECIDE! 











good at studies. But this year, unfortu- feel that your parents, instead 
nately, have not done well. 'm tired of comparing you to others 
of my parents scolding me and com- who are ahead 
paring me with others. 





learn to compare you with 
“S.Nivetha, others who are below you. 
‘Chennai will then learn that their 
Dear daughter Nivetha, is doing 
Nivetha, her best and that she needs 
It is easier encouragement and not be 
to get high rating. 
marks in 











Love, 
Grandmaworm 





lower stan 
dards and it be- 
comes increasingly difficult to score well 
at higher levels of education. So, you 
have 10 work harder as you go up the 








hea first rank holder. There has to be a 
second, third... and even a 23rd rank 
holder! What matters most, is not the 
result but the efforts that you put in. In 
the second part of your letter you scy 








« Grandmaworm 
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ravelling by bus was anew ex- 
perience to Tarun, He had to go to 
Neyveli with his dad to attend a 
marriage and a bus journey was the 
only option, Tarun was excited. 

He very much wanted to talk to 
the driver and conductor but he was 
afraid that their concentration would 
be disturbed. He knew that it was 
important for them to concentrate. 

Fortunately for him, the bus 
stopped at a way side restaurant. 
“Ten minutes for tea” announced the 
conductor and got down, He and the 
driver waked towards the cafe 

“Dad, can I have a cup of tea?” 
asked Tarun, 

“What! At this time of the 
evening? It’s after seven!” 

“In any case I’m so excited that I 
won't be able to sleep. I promise to 
rest after lunch tomorrow.” 





“Alright” said dad. “Let’s go. We 
can share a cup of tea and that would 
make it less harmful.” 


‘Tarun agreed. After all, his in- 
tention was to pick up a conversa- 
tion with the driver and conductor 
of the bus, He found them partaking 
of a samosa and sat in one of the 
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father took the other seat. 

“I would very much like to be a 
bus driver when I grow up” sad 
Tarun to no one in particular. “It 
ought to be thrilling!” 

The driver took a sip, put down 
the tea cup slowly and looked up :0 
face Tarun. “Thrilling? Well, it ap- 
peared to be so when I started off «in 
this job. But it’s no longer 0, 'R. 
sponsibility’ is the word. Iam r2- 
sponsible for the lives of hundreds 
of passengers everyday.” 

Tarun found his excitement cool- 
ing off, “Come to think of it, Lagrve 
with you. It is an awesome respon- 
sibility.” 

“The roads are bad, There are 
huge pot-holes and speed-breake-s 
where you least expect them, Strey 
cattle and jay walkers are a constant 
threat. We drivers have to be ever 











alent.” 

“How do you manage the dai:- 
zling lights of the vehicles coming 
in the opposite direction?” asked 
‘Tarun’s dad. 

“You have to keep your eyes 
away from the glare of the lights, but, 
should not lose sight of the road in 
front of you. A small error of judge- 





ment and......... you know what will 
happen. I go for a medical check up 
every year and that includes my eye 
sight. My reflexes should be one 
hundred percent perfect.” 

“Involuntary reflex, helpi 
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to brake in a split second”, volun- 
teered Tarun, 

“That's right” said driver Natraj. 
He looked at his watch.” Time to 
go.” 





ut I've not yet talked to con- 
ductor anna*” protested Tarun. 
Conductor Prem laughed. “There 





Rona ~ Brother 


OP et 
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is plenty of time for that”, 
he said and walked towards 
the bus. 









Torun and his dad had 
their last sip of tea and hur- 
ried after them. Conductor 
Prem was already counting 
the heads. “One, two, 
three...” 

Brother! We are one 
short” he announced to his 
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co-worker, driver Natraj. “Yes... [re- 
member the man! He had a big 
Veerappan style moustache!" 

Mohan Raj, a passenger occupy- 
ing an aisle seat next to Tarun’s, was 
very angry. “We are already fifteen 
minutes behind schedule” he said 
aloud. “Do we have to wait for ev- 
ery Tom, Dick and Harry?” 

Prem gave him acold stare. “lam 
responsible for the missing person 
as much as I am responsible for 
keeping time”, he said and got down 
from the bus, His sharp eyes located 
the missing passenger, sitting in an- 
‘other bus by mistake! 

“Hey there! Where do you think 
you are going? Won't you look at the 
sign board or the number of the bus 
in which you are travelling?” 












Raju: What is the age of your 
father? 
Ram : twelve. 
Raju : How can that be 
possible? 
Ram : He became a father 
only when I was born. 
- Shwetha S.Choudhary, 
Std.VII, Vidyaniketan Public 
School, Bangalore, 


54 





The man got down in a hurry 
with a silly look and sheepish grin, 
scrambled towards the proper aus 
mumbling, “sorry, sorry; so sorry!” 

Conductor Prem gave a long 
whistle and followed it up with a 
shrill, “right right!" He turned to- 
wards Tarun and winked as if to say, 
“see! that's one of the duties of a 
conductor”, 

“Unnecessary delays” grumbled 
Mohan Raj. 

Prem ignored him. “Time is 
‘evant but compassion is importan 
he said to Tarun, “Imagine the 
passenger's plight fhe had been left 
behind!” 

“He deserves to be stranded" 
growled Mohan Raj. 

“Look sir! I don’t want to argue 
with you. If you don’t like the way 
1'm functioning you are free to lodge 
complaint. I'm willing to help you 
with details!" 

Prem started noting the number 
of the top most ticket in the ticket 
books with him, in a tabulated pa- 
per. He made some calculations and 
finally started counting the money 
collected, There was.sigh of relief 
when the cash on hand tallied with 
his calculations. He grinned at Tarun 
asif to say, “this is the most difficult 
part of my duties; grin and bear it!" 











He switched off the lights and 
the video system so that passengers 
could have forty winks. But relax- 
ation was not for him, He moved on 







Why don't 
mountains 
catch a cold 
winter? 


Why did the 
balloon 
burst? 





‘When is ¢ 
carnota 
car? 


























Because they 
wear snow 


caps! 












Because it 
sawa lolli 
pop! 










When it 
‘turns’ into a 
garage. 


- V.Mahadevan, Std.VIII, BPSSS School, Chennai 





to the front of the bus to keep com- 

pany with the driver. Some small talk 
with the driver was necessary to keep 
‘him on his toes. 

‘Tarun felt happy. He had learnt a 
lot through his conversations and 
observations. He was about to doze 
off, when the bus made an unsched- 
uled stop. 

“Oh! Not again! Not just when I 
am nearing Panrutti my destination” 
mumbled Mohan Raj. “We are al: 
ready late by twenty five minutes!” 

A couple of lights were switched 
on. They had stopped to allow two 
‘women to board the bus. “Oh I can’t 
thank you enough, conductor sir!” 
said the older of the two. “We had 
been to the fair in Sevalpatti to buy 
a few things for a function at our 
home tomorrow. On our way back 
the autorickshaw broke down. The 
last local bus to our town had already 





left. God knows what would have 
happened to us if this long distance 
bus had not stopped to pick us up.” 
Both of them were carrying heavy 
‘bags which they put down with sighs 
of relief. 

Mohan Raj sitting by the side of 
Tarun suddenly got up. “Kamalam!" 
he exclaimed. 

“Mohan Anna! What a pleasant 
surprise, meeting you here! Ofcourse 
‘we have been expecting you for the 
function tomorrow!” The younger of 
the two ladies spoke in wonder. 

They had a lot to talk to each 
other and when the bus arrived at 
Panrutti thirty minutes behind sched- 
ule, all three got down but not be- 
fore Mohan Raj had apologised to 
the conductor for his rude behaviour, 

Tarun was happy to note this, 
while he cuddled with dad, eyelids 
heavy with sleep. e 
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better it. He is also one of the few 
film stars to speak out on social 
Issues 
Courage and dedication are 
some of his plus points, wouldy't 
you say? On the flip side, one may 
perhaps call him selfish, He 
continues to advertise for an 
aerated drink debated to 2e 
harmful to children. 
Like Aamir Khan we all have 
our plus-minuses, But, it is 














people in public life who get 
analysed thread-bare! 

Here is your own column, 
where you can put forth your 
opinion on the plus and 
minus of many well knowin 

ersonalities. For a start, write 
in on what you consider the 
plus and minus of our prime 
minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh. 
Your views should be stated in 
Ailot us know Aamir hundred words. The best ent-y 
Khan. He has acted in wins a prize of Rs.100/-. The 
films like ‘Lagaan’ and entries should reach Gokulam by 
“Rang de Basanti’. These 10th July. Remember to inclucle 
films have made us really your particulars : name, age, class. 
think about our nation name of school and residential 
and what we can do to address. 


? 

















¢ What do you think. 
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On going through the article 
“Pleasing poetry & Prose” 
(Gokulam May 2006), I cannot help 
quoting portions from the book 
“Three Men in a Boat’ By Jerome 
K. Jerome, which I read during my 
summer vacation. This book is full 
of hilarious situations and I want 
to share some portions with other 
readers: 

The author went to the Brit- 
ish Museum one day, to read up 
the treatment for some slight ail- 
ment and while reading, he 
imagined that he had been 
suffering from almost all the < 
diseases described in the 
book! He states, “I sat for 
awhile, frozen with horror, 
and then, in the listlessness 
of despair,” turned over 
the pages and the only 
malady from which he 
did not suffer was 
housemaid’s knee! 

So he thought that he would be 
an interesting specimen from a medi- 
cal point of view and that he would 
be a good acquisition to a medical 
college. Students would have no 
need to “walk the hospitals” if they 
had him. He was a hospital all by 
himself and all they needed was to 
walk around him and after that sim- 
ply take their diploma! 





‘He went to his friend who was a 


aK 






















doctor and told him, “I will 
not take up your time, dear 
boy, with telling you what 
is the matter with me. Life 


is brief and you might pass 
away before I finish. But I 
will tell you what is NOT 
the matter with me. I have 
‘not got housemaid’s knee!” 

This is only an ilustra- 
tive passage and not ex- 
haustive. One should read 
the entire book to enjoy it 
to the core and have a 
hearty, side-splitting laugh. 
~ V.Mahadevan, Std. VIII, 
PSSS School, Chennai - 4. 
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IN THE 
DARK...! 


g We were enjoy- 
ing winter vacation 
atDalhousie, One 
night we 
walked out of 
the hotel in the 
darkness, to go 
and eat dinner at 
another restau- 
SS rant, It was a 
lonely road and suddenly there was 
a power failure, My father used his 
cell phone torch to guide us. But it 
‘was very scary, We heard the voices 
of three or four men ~ All of them 
were drunk, My father told me to just 
keep walking without turning to look 
a them, Suddenly, we could hear the 
sound of glasses breaking, I was ter- 
rified, and on the verge of tears, We 
hastened back to our hotel and 
reached safe, It was a lesson for us - 
never to go out in the dark ina 
strange, new place. 
- Ramya Sivanesan, Std.VINI, 
Shriram School, Gurgaon 










THUNDERING 
FALLS! 

I went to Courtallam with my 
family to enjoy the season, The wa- 
ter falls looked beautiful and 1 was 
admiring them, My grandfather per- 
suaded me to bathe in the falls. I was 
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—— very scared. But grandpa dragged 


aN 


me to the falls, He made me apaly 
gingelly oil on my head and all over 
my body. Even as I asked for soap ut 
powder to remove the oil, he pushed 
me under the thundering falls! The 
water fell on me like stones and I 
held on tightly to 
grandpa, After we 
came out | was 
surprised to see 
that my body 
‘was clean of all 
the oil, even 
without having 
used — soapnut 
powder! 

= R.Kalaiselvi, 












HSS. 


Chennai 


INSPIRING 
VISITOR 


On 13th February 2006, « special 
visitor named Vikas Behera visited 
‘our school, We were amazed und 
quite sad that this visitor had no 
hands! Seated on the stage, he gave 
speech, He was a post graduate and 
had been awarded “The Best Social 
Worker of the Year 2005" honcur! 
He taught us some inspiring slogens, 
he played two local musical insiru- 
ments with his feet, he was a good 
cartoonist too! Above all this, he 
danced to an Oriya folk song, We 








for the event. On hearing 
the announcement, most of 
the 1026 participants 
rushed headlong towards 
the counter. The passage 
‘was narrow and it was al- 
most a stampede. I tried to 
keep my balance but could 
not do so. As I fell back on 
were not only amazed by his fine the person behind me, he 
spirit, but were also very moved. Our shouted in anger and pain 
principal had communicated to us Fortunately nobody was 
through this visitor, that a handicap hurt in this incident. 
is not a problem if one has strong - R.Aditya Krishna 
will power. Haas, Std.X, 
+ Smruti Sudha Behera, Vivekananda Residential 
Std.1X, Chinmaya Vidy: School, Karimnagar, 
Rourkela 




















Recently, I participated in a quiz 
contest for children. Though I was 
not selected for the final round 1 
had a good time, As we were about 
to leave, the quiz master announced 
that we could collect our goodie bags 
and participation certificates at a 
counter on our way out. 513 teams 
of two participants each, had come 











‘Name : Aryan 
Age 17 

‘Address : Traffic Colony, 
Bungalow no.E14/A, Jatni 


friends, drawing, making handicrafts 
and joking, 


Name : K. Yeshwanth Krishna 
Age: 13 


Address : 9-44/1/2, Lakshmi Na- 


gar, Kothapetax Roads, Dilsuknagar, 


Hyderabad - 500 035. 
Hobbies : Reading, playing crick- 


2 él, cycling, making friends and doing 

















752 050. Orissa. 

Hobbies : Writing letters, 
playing chess. computer 
games, travelling, dancing 
‘and making friends. 


Name : Aadi 

Age: 13 

Address : 30, Patel street. 
A2, Manasa Flat, Nehru 
Nagar, Chromepet, Chennai 
= 600 044. 

Hobbies : Playing. 
watching TV. reading books 
(Harry Potter). making 
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yoga. 


Name : Priya R.Prakash 

Age: 15 

‘Address : 57/5, 1.8. Colony, New 

‘Thippasandia, Bangalore - 560 075, 

Hobbies : Reading story books. 
playing, painting, writ- 





Look Out ==" 


Name : 


for Friends! ..%°°~ 


‘Mess Cann 
Colony, H.No.20-35, Nagar Kurnool, 
Mahaboobnagar (dist). ~ 509 209. 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Hobbies : Reading books, collect- 
ing proverbs and coins, making 
friends, making gifts, playing volley- 
ball, badminton, basket ball, 


Name : C-Naahini 

Age:9 

Address : 9133, Sastri Road, Ram- 
nagar, Coimbatore. 

Hobbies : Reading books: waich- 
ing TV, playing computer games, 
dancing (bharata natyam), 
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White the electorate was expect 
nt in 





ing a coalition governm 
Tamilnadu, Karunanidhi went ahead 
and formed a minority government 
with only DMK legislators as 
ters. The state Congress party is to: 
tally disappointed. A secret 
standing between the Con 
gresshigh command andthe [~ 
DMK supremo has come to 

light: The DMK will support 


a Congress government in 








Pondicherry whil 





should support a DMK gov 
Inadu, A 
large number of voters feel 


ernment in T 









have been taken for a 
since they voted only for a 


coalition and nota 





nority gov 


ernment 


Petrol and diesel 
prices have shot up. 
The left parties 
say that the ad- 


ministered prices have 





no relation to inter 
in taxes can be reduced 
that the const 


ational prices and 
that, the built 





rs get petrol and 
diesel at reasonable rates, The centre 
is not will 





¢ to reduce it's share of 
taxes, but has suggested the states 
les tax! Se 


this, but itis pitt 





could reduce me states 


h 


compared to hefty price increases, 





ve don nce When 





which will result in the prices of al 
most all commodities going up. 


The Adventures of 


+ 


Affer a submarine jour- 
Presidemt Abdul Kalam 
ided to scan the skies and 
flew in a sups ft! 
But ture was 
his returni 













sonic 








more brave 





‘office of 
* Dr. Abdul Kalam 





on 





*M.Karunani 


profit bill for reconsidera 
liament! Members 


liament are not sup: 


ton by pi 
of pi 





posed to hold offices of profit 
but many do, When the mat 
ter came up before the courts, 
it became necessary for the 
the 


government to chat 





faw to save those in troubl 





But Kalam has called for 
review of such a half-baked 
legislation 
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— angry at being thought of as an 


Ramu was the only son of a 
rich and prosperous farmer 
Dharmalingam. He played tru- 
ant from school most of the time 
and was good for nothing. The 
farmer was worried about 
Ramu's future.He feared Ramu 
would be cheated out of his 
wealth. 

When he voiced his concern 
aloud one day, Ramu got rather 





idiot and threw his father a ctal- 
lenge. He said “Give me some 
money and watch me bring back 
something of value.” 

The old farmer thought this 
was the best way to settle mat- 
ters. So he agreed and gave tim 
Rs.100/- to go to the market 

So off went Ramu to the mar- 
ket. There he went round all the 
shops where you could find just 


about everything. From expen- 
sive clothes to small trinkets, 
from vessels to cows, ... just 
about anything and everything 
was available there. It was the 
weekly village market day you 
see, when people from other vil- 
lages also came and set up 
shop. Nothing really interested 
him. He found everything to be 
either too costly or not to his lik- 
ing. 

Just as he was about to re- 









tum empty - handed, he 
found one stall selling 
books, where he found 
a miniature book. And 
that cost just Rs.7/- He 
bought it congratulating 
himself on the bargain. 
He then stepped into the 
stationery shop next 
door and walked out 
carrying a bag. 

When he showed his 
father his tiny book, 
Dharmalingam said 
“What is the use of this- 
a book which cannot be 
read.” Then Ramu pro- 
duced a magnify- 
ing glass from be- 

hind his back. 

He said “I know, 

that is why | 

bought a mag- 
nifying glass 
for Rs.90/-. | 
even saved 
Rs.3/-.” 


~ M.Sindhuja 
Sharma, 
Std.VIl, 

Army School, 
Secunderabad 
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Laugh a While Contest-1 1 
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Divine 
Child-| 


Story, Pictures 
Thamarai 


BHAKTHA| 
PRAHLAD < 





Let us unfold 
‘a three-way plan 
against Vishnu. 

Fag It who worship 
him must suffer. 





Fiiranya then started his penance 
invoking Lord Brahma, 











The Rishis appealed Oh Hiranya! Why 
to Brahma, who do you perform 
sped to Hiranya 


day; inside or outside... No 
weapon should kill me. 


Bialik ova prank Emboldened by the boon Hiraya 
me that I should not suffer ¢ abode of the celestials, 
death at the hands of God or RAN /¢) 
rian, ut night or duing be, (Goa 








Prahlad! Who is this Vishnu 
‘you worship, while the 
three worlds prostrate 
at my feet? 
















‘You too can obtain salvation 
by surrendering to him. He 
will forgive you 






mt you dare 
‘advice me...I shall 
kill you myself. 








‘A furious Hiranya swung 
his mace at the pillar. 








ted to Hiranya by 


Brahma was kept even as 


emerged Mahavishnu in 


The pillar broke asunder and from within 
form of Narasimha - 


half tion and half man. 























































(Ihave been reader of 
Gokulam for the past three 
years. I was happy to find 
my story in the January 
2006 issue. I request you to 
make Gokulam weekly. Is 
Gokulam available in 
Hindi too? 
- G.P-Mahith: 
Std.VII, Kend: 
Vidyalaya, Chennai 


No, there is 
no Hindi edi- 
tion. 






- Editor 


= Gokulam is the best 
magazine for children. The 
editor makes each and ev- 
ery issue so exciting. I 
thank Gokulam for Krish 
Cross and Potter news. 

Hats off to Gokulam. 
- Varshini Raman, 
Chennai 


= 





I am fond of 
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Gokulam as there are many gocd ar- 
ticles. I like Grandmaworm, Hello 
Doctor etc. I eagerly await the maga- 
zine every month. 

~ Manpreet, Std.XI, Patiala 





am a regular reader of 
Gokulam. It would be fantastic if you 
add the posters of cartoon characters, 
I thank the editor for providing a 
wonderful magazine like Gokulam, 
- Smita S.Joshi, Std.IX, 
Vivekananda Vidyal 

Perambur, Chennai 








I have been reading your 
magazine for the past four yeurs. I 
like Krish Cross, HP Mania, short 
stories, Grandmaworm, jokes é& the 
serial Mongoose Saga. I hope your 
magazine flourishes. Wish you a 


FACTS, JOKES, 
STORIES and MORE 


happy anniversary. . 
+ S.Ravikiran, Std.XI, S.B.R. 
College, Gulbarga 





[2 Netbits of the June 2006 issue 
‘were amazing. [also liked Sciertech 
and Nilakanta. My other favourites 
are Grandmaworm, Experience, 
Hello Doctor and Snippets. 
- P.K.Tejus, Std. VII, 
St. Mary's HS, Hubli 





1. Only the letters in the four cor- 


ners of this clueless crossword are 








B 





Ss 


R/S 


PiH 





E\E 





LIE 





DIA 











E|s 





aus Whe 


ay 











in the correct position. You may 
change the other letters about 
much as you like to make each line 





St,John’s Mat. Hr, Sec. School, 





must 
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‘The numbers in the 


shaded squares refer to the 


a. 


fill into the empty 


spaces directly below or to 


the right of the 
shaded square. For 
instance, the two 
boxes beside 9 must 
contain the digits 
that add upto 9, 
whereas for 20, 4 
boxes placed verti- 
cally below it must 
add up to 20. Noze- 
ros are used here 
only digits from 
1-9. NOTE: A digit 
cannot appear more 







Q 
rorsomord, 


sum of the digits that you 


Brain Teasers 


than once in any particular combi- 
nation. 

- V.H.Priyanka, 

Bangalore 


Ill. RIDDLES 
1, [know a word of letters three. 
Add two and fewer there will be. 
2. Igive you a group of three. One 
is sitting down and will never get up. 
‘The second eats as much as given to 





goes away and never returns. 

3, Whoever makes it tells it not, 
whoever takes it, knows it not and 
whoever knows it, wants it not, 

4. If a man carried my burcen, he 
would break his back. Iam not rich, 
but leave silver in my track 

5. Until Tam measured, I um not 
known, Yet how you miss me when 
Thave flown. 

- S.Padmashree, 







































































him, yet is always hungry. The third Cluny School, Neyvel 
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‘The results of a unique experiment 
clothing of the 1924 climbers 
ham Hoyland wanted to disprove the 
vies 'a'nn we REDIICA C 


served in ice, 














o 





lothes 








The lay I- = 7 Tr , 
ai mariraet PASS Everest test 


‘The outer layer of gabardine was Hoyland was the level of 
hardwearing and water-resistant yet movement the clothing al- 
breathable. But the clothing was also lowed - which ean mean the 








lighter than modern gear difference between life and 
Hoyland found the underctothes death when at high altitude 
warm to put on, Whereas the modern ‘The summit attempt and 
polypropylene underwear felt cold and subsequent deaths of Mallory 
clammy. and Irvine continues to 


When exposed to a cutting wind he puzzle the climbing world 
found the true value of the gabardine today. 

outer layers. These resisted the wind Hoyland believes the 
and allowed the eight layers beneath to. Kodak camera, which is still 
trap warmed air between them and his to be found, could also hold 
skin, vital clues about Mallory's 

Hoyland also discovered that the ill-fated climb, 
clothes were more comfortable to wear Source + 








SEETHA SRIKANTH 


Thor was the Viking* Thunder 
god. He was big and strong. He had 
red hair and eyes of lightning. In a 
thunderstorm Thor would ride out in 
his chariot drawn by his goats. He 
loved to eat and drink 
alot 














Now Freyja was a beautiful goddess 
who knew magic. She had a whit 
feathery cloak, wearing which, one 
could fly like a bird, 








Thor was fierce, but 
also the protector of 
gods and people. He 
did not demand 
sacrifices. He guarded 
people from the 
serpents of the 
underworld and the 
giants of Jotunheim. 
Thor had a magic 
hammer called by 
Mjollnir. He could 
strike down anyone 
with this hammer and 
after hitting someone 
the hammer would 
return to Thor! 

One morning Thor 
woke up and reached 
But 
oh! It was missing! 
Thor was enraged! He 
went to Loki, the god 


for his hammer 





of fire and blacksmiths, who was quite 
cunning. Loki did not know who stole 



























Freyja was happy to give Loki the 
cloak. Loki flew everywhere, When 





* Vikings were sailors and warriors who lived in the northern most part of Europe, 
in parts of Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Iceland, over a thousand years ao. 
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he flew over the land of giants, Thrym, 

the chief of giants smiled slyly and 

asked, “Loki, what are you doing here get it, you must bring the 
all alone?" Loki answered that he was lovely Freyja to me and 
looking for Thor's hammer that was make her my wife!” 

lost. The huge, dark haired Thrym Loki flew back and 
announced —Thrym’s 
demand to all the gods at 
Asgard. Freyja was furious. 
1 won't marry that ugly 
giant!” she said and stomped 
off 

The gods were worried 
They knew they could not 
force Freyja. They also 
knew how important Thor's 
hammer was and they felt 
unprotected without it 
When they were wondering 
what to do, Heimdall, a 
‘Vani or prophet said, “We 
shall dress Thor as a 
woman, in clothes for a 
bride. and take him to 
Jotunheim.” 

Now Thor rebelled. 
“What! Me in a woman's 
clothes! Everyone will 
laugh. I shall never do it!” 




















Thor said. Loki asked him 
to keep quiet and reminded 





he had to get h 
hammer back. The gods got 
2 Freyja’s clothes, her 
famous necklace 








called “brisings”, a 
laughed loudly. “Ha! Ha! /took Thor's horsehair wig that looked 
hammer and I have buried it eight — like Freyja’s hair, a veil and 
miles below the earth. If you want to dressed Thor in these. The 
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gods were quite amused at this huge 
god in a woman's clothes! 

Loki drove Thor to the giant land, 
‘Thrym heard the chariot. He saw the 
“lady” and was delighted. He chased 
the giants out to prepare a wedding 
feast and welcomed his “bride”. But 
‘Thor was careful not to speak, because 
his voice was the voice of a thunder 
god, not a lady! 

“Why doesn't Freyja speak?” 
asked Thrym, getting suspicious. Loki 
said quickly, "She has been so excited 
about marrying you that st talked 
and yelled for eight days and eight 
nights hoarse now.” 
Thrym was pleased, 

he feast was served. Thor was so 
ppy to eat that he ate a whole roasted 


her voice is 


Democracy means toler- 
ance, tolerance not merely of 
those who agree with us but of 
those who do not agree with us. 

- Jawaharlal Nehru 
~ K.Kirthika, Std.XI, DAV, 
Sr. Sec. School, Chennai 
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OTHER THUNDER 
GODS _ 
ere has had fear 
Man everywher 
and awe for thunder, Almost al 
‘nythologies have a thunder 9° 
Some thunder gods: 
“Zeus - Greek Mythology 
‘Jupiter — Roman Mythology 
Indra ~ Hindu Mythology 
Lei gong ~ Chinese Mythology 
Apocatequil ~ Inca Mytholeay 
{South America) 
‘shango ~ Yo 
(African) 












uba Mythology 


like this?” he asked. Loki said “Oh 
Thrym! She has not had a thing to eat 
or drink for the last eight days, 
thinking of you!" 

Now Thrym got curious. He peered 
through the veil at his “bride”. He just 
saw the eyes and drew back, upset. 
"Why are her eyes so red?” he 
exclaimed. “Your bride has not been 
sleeping for eight days and nights 
thinking of you...” said Loki, 

Thrym’s sister wanted the bride's 
ring as a sign of her marriage. But 
Loki said, “Bring Thor's hammer as 
«gift for the bride!” 

Poor Thrym ran and dug up the 
hammer and placed it on the “lady's” 
lap. Crash! Thor jumped up. 4e 
wanted to take revenge on Thrym, He 
threw his hammer at him and killed 
him with one blow. He killed some 
other giants too. Many ran away. 

Thor, who rode out of Asgard 
awkwardly in a woman's clothes, 
came back victorious, with his 
Miollnir. . 























This summer 1 went to the 
Brihadeeswara temple at Thanjavur. 
Thanjavur located in Tamil Nadu is a 
jonly known as 
the capital of the Chola Kingdom. 
Built by the Great Rajaraja Chola the 
temple is not called The Big Temple 
for nothing... everything about the 
temple is larger than life. The temple 
itself, the Nandi and the main deity 
Lingam are simply huge. The temple 
stands on am 
bordered by lush green lawns. In the 
wd is the Vimana 
main shrine which stands an 





small town more com 




















nificent courtyard 












impressive 216 feet and is completely 
hollow! Built with great architectural 
skill it has 16 tiers. 
However architecture is 
not the only w 
pect of the temple. Tt 
houses colourful frescoes 





on the inner walls and beau: 
tiful sculptures on the outer 
yes and sub 
The Archacologi 


walls of the shr 
shrines. 
cal Survey of India is now 


preserving them. Though you are not 
allowed to go inside and see the origi- 
nal paintings and sculptures, copies 
are available in the interpretation cen- 































tre located inside the temple 
itself. 
The 
temple has to be seen to be 
believed. It co 


tecture, sculpture 


Brihadeeswara 


nbines archi: 
nd paint- 
nixture 











ing in the perfect 





that has been unequalled to 
this day 


Often referred to as the 





of India the temple | 
cently earned its much-de 
served place 
in the 
UNESCO'S 


list of world 
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Story, | 
Pictures: 
Pillai 


You will have a 





















y up at 4 o'clock in the 
morning and go for a walk 





healthy body and a 
sharp mind. You 
will remain ac:ive 






the whole 
day 


| 








You can breathe the 
fresh clear air 


You will be 






able to keep your weight 


under control 




















You 
know that 












‘will you go for a loverslzep 
walk, Tinku? You only seven 
never wake up before RM clays a week. 
9 o'clock! 
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Hee hee, 
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IN SIX DELICIOUS FLAVOURS 

















